A Lesson Before Dying

Vocabulary List #1

1. allegiance (n.): 1. Loyalty or the obligation of loyalty, as to a nation, sovereign, or cause. 2. The obligations of a vassal (a servant or slave) to a lord.
2. antebellum (adj.): belonging to the period before a war, especially the American Civil War
3. hog (n.): 1. a hoofed mammal of the family Suidae, order Artiodactyla, comprising boars and swine  2. a domesticated swine weighing 120 lb. (54 kg) or more, raised for market  3. a selfish, gluttonous, or filthy person

(v.) to appropriate selfishly; take more than one's share of 
4. immovable (adj.): 1. incapable of being moved; fixed; stationary  2. incapable of being influenced by feeling; emotionless  3. incapable of being moved from one's purpose, opinion, etc.
5. innate (adj.): 1. existing in one from birth; inborn; native  2. inherent in the essential character of something
6. modicum (n.): a small, moderate, or token amount
7. nannan (n.): dialectic term meaning “godmother”

8. parish (n.): 1. an ecclesiastical district having its own church and member of the clergy 2. a local church with its field of activity 3. (in Louisiana) a county 4. the people of an ecclesiastical or civil parish
9. pervade (v.): to spread or diffuse through
10. petrify (v.): 1. to convert into stone 2. to benumb or paralyze with astonishment, horror, or other strong emotion  3. to make rigid or inert; harden; deaden
11. plait (n.): 1. a braid, esp. of hair or straw  2. a pleat or fold, as of cloth
12. plantation (n.): a usually large farm or estate, esp. in a tropical or semitropical country, on which cotton, tobacco, coffee, sugar cane, or the like is cultivated, usually by resident laborers.
13. quarter (n.): 1. a sign, token, or symbol 2. housing accommodations, as a place of residence; lodgings 3. mercy or indulgence, esp. as shown in sparing the life and accepting the surrender of a vanquished enemy  4. to impose (soldiers) on persons, towns, etc., to be lodged and fed:
14. racketeer (n.): a person who commits crimes such as extortion, loan-sharking, bribery, and obstruction of justice in furtherance of illegal business activities
15. sacrament (n.): 1. something regarded as possessing a sacred character or mysterious significance 2. an oath; solemn pledge
