Tenets of American Romanticism 

1. Distrust of the City - represented corruption, greed and moral ambiguity, (can’t trust it!)

2. Seeking (Nature) and the Frontier  – represented endless possibility, beauty and  individual freedom

3. More than a Physical Journey -- The need to engage in a quest for some higher truth in the natural world
4. Admiration of Imagination – rational thinking is inferior to the imagination (Romantics believed that the imagination was able to discover truths that reason could not reach.)
5. Respect for Youth & Innocence -  as well as an interest in the supernatural

6. The Age of “What if?” – Rather than the age of reason or “why?”
7. Reverence or Nostalgia for the Past – Am. Romantic writers attempted to create a new American literature while relying on the literature of the past.

* tenet (noun) an established fundamental belief, especially one relating to 

   religion or politics

            • a basic tenet of Christianity
