Tenets of Puritanism

1. Supremacy of Divine Will – Believed in the absolute sovereignty of God and complete dependence of human beings on divine grace for salvation
2. Depravity of Man – Man is born evil (as a result of the original sin) and he/she must seek God’s grace

3. Predestination/Afterlife – Man’s destiny is predetermined (whether man will go to heaven or hell)

4. Puritan Work Ethic – Puritan’s believed that idle hands were the hands of the devil

5. A desire to cleanse themselves of envy, vanity, and lust/earn grace – Man should not covet other’s possessions, spouses, etc. and should not be vain in an attempt to earn God’s grace 

6. Value plainness – Puritan dress, buildings, etc. were not ornate as Puritans found value in plainness and simplicity

7. To fulfill their “Divine Mission” – God has a set plan for each individual and the individual must in turn fulfill this plan

* tenet (noun) an established fundamental belief, especially one relating to 

   religion or politics

            • a basic tenet of Christianity

